c lheQ(jmk&U Biftoryof 

To know yonr anfovcre, whether you’l admit him. 

'Duke.W ith all my heart ; fome three #r foure of you 
Goe giue him courteous conduft to this place* 

Ivfeane time the Court (hall hear tPellarios Letter. 

• * 

Tour Cjrace fballvnderfiand, that at the rec site of your Letter I am 
very Jtcke $ but in the infiant that yonr AfeJJ'enger came , in lotting vi- 
ptation was with me a young TAotkor of Rome Ms name is Talthazer: 
I acquainted him with the caufe in controuerfe. betweene the lew and 
Anthomo the Merchant ;we turned ere many Pookes together, bee is 
furni[hed with my opmion, which bet tred With his owne learnings the 
grentneffe whereof Jcmwt enough commendy conies with him at my 
import unity , to fill vp your Graces requefi. in my Jlead* / befeechyou t 
let his lack f of years be no impediment to let hi m lacked reuerend efii « 
mat ion , for I neuer. knew fo young a body with fo olde ahead ; 1 leant 
him to your gracious acceptance , whofe triad (hall better publics his 
commendation . 

£ nter Portia for Baltbaz,er. 

Duke. You heare the learn’d Bellarto what he writes* 

And hcere I take it is the Dodtor come. 

Giue me your handsome you from old Bellarto ? 

Por. I did my Lord. 

Duke.Y ou are welcome ,take your place : 

Are you acquainted with the difference 
That holds this prefent queftion in the Court. 

Pori am enformed throughly of the caufe .• 

Which is the Merchant heere ? and which the lew ? 

Duke , Anthonie and olde Shyloc 'ke> both ftand foorth.. 

Per Is your name Shylocke ? 

lew Shy lock? is my name. 

Par* Of a ftrange nature is the face you follow, 

Yet in fuchruLc^that the Venetian law 
Cannot impunge youas you do proceed. 

You ftand within his dangcr,doeye not ? 

^fj.fohefaycs. 

For. 



the '<d Merchant of r G mice* 

Ptr.Do you confefle thi bond ? 

Ant . I do. 

. P«r.Thenmuftthe/e»>bemercifull. 

Shy . On what compulfion muft I,tell me that. 

Tor. The quality of mercy is not ftrain’d, 

.’** Tt droppeth as the gentle rainefrom heauen 

Vpon the place beneath : it is twice bleft. 

It bleflcth him that giucs,#nd him that takes, 

Tis inightieft in the mightieft.it becomes 
The throned Monarch better then his crowne. 

His feepter ftrewes the force of temporall power. 

The attributetoaweandmaiefty. 

Wherein doth fit the dread and fearc of Kings 
But mercy is aboue this feeptred fway, 

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings, 

It is an attribute to God himfelfe ; 

And earthly power doth then fhew lik’ftGodSj 
/ When mercy feafons iuftice : therefore lew. 

Though iuftice be thy plea,confider this, . 

T hat in the couric of iufticc,none of vs 
Should fee faluation r we do pray for mercy. 

And that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to render 
The deeds of mercy.I haue fpokc thus much 
To mitigate the iuftice of thy. plea, 

Which if thou follow,this ftri£ Court of Venice 
Mud needs giue fcntence gainft the Merchant there s 
Shy My deeds vpon myhead,I crane the law. 

The penalty and forfeit of my bond. 

Tor . Is he not able to difeharge the money ? 

Yes,heere I tender it for him in the Court, . 

Yea twice the fumme,ifthat will not fuffice^ 

I will be bound to pay it tetf times ore, 

On forfeit of my hands,my head,my heart : 

Ifthis will not fuffize,it muftappeare 

That malice beares downe truth. And 1 befeceh you 

Wrcft once the Law to your authority, 

Hj, Tm 
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